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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Pre-Appeal Brief Request for Review 

The Pre-Appeal Brief Request for Review filed 2 August 2010 has been entered. Claims 
1-3, 5, 7-18, 20-25, 27-31, 36-37, 39, and 41-42 are pending. No claims are currently amended. 
Claims 4, 6, 19, 26, 32-35, 38, and 40 are cancelled. No claims are new. Prosecution has been 
REOPENED. 



Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record, Nicholas et al., U.S. 2004/0054589 ("Nicholas"), DaCosta et al, 
U.S. 6,665,658 ("DaCosta"), Kumhyr et al., U.S. 2003/0131095 ("Kumhyr"), and Bronnimann et 
al, U.S. 2004/0044571 ("Bronnimann"), teach analogous art to the instant application, 
specifically, Internet searching and advertising. 

Nicholas teaches a method for providing a targeted online advertisement to a user 
accessing a content provider node of the system. A generic advertiser provides a generic ad 
request. Geo-target availability is provided based on a number of requested impressions for the 
generic ad request and a web site designation. Geographically targeted ad requests are received 
from one or more child advertisers. 

DaCosta teaches a method for a web crawler to automatically simulate user interaction 
with a dynamic website in order to gather and extract information from the site. This interactive 
web crawler will be able to create a search query string for any one of a number of desired search 
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topics and systematically crawl dynamic personalized content on a website and retrieve the 
information desired by the user/client. 

Kumhyr teaches a method for avoiding the inappropriate display of advertisements, 
including watching a datastream representing a page for delivery to a client via a network. It is 
determined if an advertisement subject to display restrictions is identified in the datastream. It is 
further determined if the advertisement is restricted from being displayed in the page in response 
to a content analysis of the datastream. 

Bronnimann teaches an Internet advertisement listings provider that distributes 
advertisements in a bid-for-placement arrangement based on the revenue-efficiency of the 
advertisements from the bidding advertisers that calculates the revenue to the advertising 
distribution system by multiplying the click-through rate times the bid amount for each click- 
through. Advertisers may be allowed to provide multiple advertisements to enable the 
advertisement listings provider to select from those various advertisements for inclusion in 
ranked listings based on a determined efficiency among the advertisements. The system also 
determines the most efficient grouping of advertisements for a limited-space output, comparing 
groupings of advertisements to other groups to determine the greater revenue to the distribution 
system. 

Nicholas teaches determining demographic information related to the user and checking 
for an ad based on the demographic information. If an appropriate targeted ad does not exist in 
the inventory, Nicholas forwards the request for an ad to a default service. See Fig. 25 and par. 
103. Nicholas does not teach receiving a first ad request associated with a first target document, 
wherein the first target document is accessible by the first entity, includes content and is 
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associated with a first resource for rendering at least one advertisement, determining that the 
content included in the first target document cannot be analyzed by the first entity to determine if 
an ad relevant to the content of the first target document is available for rendering, and indicating 
the availability of at least a portion of the first resource of the first target document to a second 
entity, as recited in independent claims 1 and 36. Nicholas also does not teach indicating the 
availability of at least a portion of the resource of the target document to the publisher associated 
with the target document based on a determination that a threshold number of ads having 
untapped budgets are not available to render in association with the target document, wherein the 
act of determining that a threshold number of ads having untapped budgets are not available to 
render in association with the target document includes determining that the number of ads for 
which advertisers are willing to pay the ad serving system does not exceed a defined threshold, 
as recited in claim 4 1 . Finally, Nicholas does not teach indicating the availability of at least a 
portion of the resource of the target document to a publisher associated with a target document 
based on a determination that net revenue for the content ad system for serving the ad will not be 
positive, wherein the act of determining that net revenue for serving the ad will not be positive 
includes determining whether or not a payment is to be paid to a publisher for rendering the ad 
and estimating revenue derived from an advertiser for rendering the ad in association with the 
target document, as recited in claim 42. 

DaCosta teaches that conventional web crawlers cannot crawl (i.e. "analyze") dynamic 
web sites, see col. 1, 1. 46 - col. 2, 1. 2. DaCosta does not teach receiving a first ad request 
associated with a first target document, wherein the first target document is accessible by the first 
entity, includes content and is associated with a first resource for rendering at least one 
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advertisement, determining that the content included in the first target document cannot be 
analyzed by the first entity to determine if an ad relevant to the content of the first target 
document is available for rendering, and indicating the availability of at least a portion of the 
first resource of the first target document to a second entity, as recited in independent claims 1 
and 36. DaCosta also does not teach indicating the availability of at least a portion of the 
resource of the target document to the publisher associated with the target document based on a 
determination that a threshold number of ads having untapped budgets are not available to render 
in association with the target document, wherein the act of determining that a threshold number 
of ads having untapped budgets are not available to render in association with the target 
document includes determining that the number of ads for which advertisers are willing to pay 
the ad serving system does not exceed a defined threshold, as recited in claim 41 . Finally, 
DaCosta does not teach indicating the availability of at least a portion of the resource of the 
target document to a publisher associated with a target document based on a determination that 
net revenue for the content ad system for serving the ad will not be positive, wherein the act of 
determining that net revenue for serving the ad will not be positive includes determining whether 
or not a payment is to be paid to a publisher for rendering the ad and estimating revenue derived 
from an advertiser for rendering the ad in association with the target document, as recited in 
claim 42. 

Kumhyr teaches parsing the datastream content for instances of key items in the web 
page content. For example, key items may include sexuality explicit content, or content 
associated with certain specific material, such as, negative news reports with references with 
goods or services of the same kind or category as the advertiser's goods or services. See Fig. 4 
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and par. 27. Kumhyr does not teach receiving a first ad request associated with a first target 
document, wherein the first target document is accessible by the first entity, includes content and 
is associated with a first resource for rendering at least one advertisement, determining that the 
content included in the first target document cannot be analyzed by the first entity to determine if 
an ad relevant to the content of the first target document is available for rendering, and indicating 
the availability of at least a portion of the first resource of the first target document to a second 
entity, as recited in independent claims 1 and 36. Kumhyr also does not teach indicating the 
availability of at least a portion of the resource of the target document to the publisher associated 
with the target document based on a determination that a threshold number of ads having 
untapped budgets are not available to render in association with the target document, wherein the 
act of determining that a threshold number of ads having untapped budgets are not available to 
render in association with the target document includes determining that the number of ads for 
which advertisers are willing to pay the ad serving system does not exceed a defined threshold, 
as recited in claim 4 1 . Finally, Kumhyr does not teach indicating the availability of at least a 
portion of the resource of the target document to a publisher associated with a target document 
based on a determination that net revenue for the content ad system for serving the ad will not be 
positive, wherein the act of determining that net revenue for serving the ad will not be positive 
includes determining whether or not a payment is to be paid to a publisher for rendering the ad 
and estimating revenue derived from an advertiser for rendering the ad in association with the 
target document, as recited in claim 42. 

Bronnimann teaches grouping advertisements to be displayed on a website to maximize 
revenue, see par. 7. Bronnimann does not teach receiving a first ad request associated with a first 
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target document, wherein the first target document is accessible by the first entity, includes 
content and is associated with a first resource for rendering at least one advertisement, 
determining that the content included in the first target document cannot be analyzed by the first 
entity to determine if an ad relevant to the content of the first target document is available for 
rendering, and indicating the availability of at least a portion of the first resource of the first 
target document to a second entity, as recited in independent claims 1 and 36. Bronnimann also 
does not teach indicating the availability of at least a portion of the resource of the target 
document to the publisher associated with the target document based on a determination that a 
threshold number of ads having untapped budgets arc not available to render in association with 
the target document, wherein the act of determining that a threshold number of ads having 
untapped budgets are not available to render in association with the target document includes 
determining that the number of ads for which advertisers are willing to pay the ad serving system 
does not exceed a defined threshold, as recited in claim 41 . Finally, Bronnimann does not teach 
indicating the availability of at least a portion of the resource of the target document to a 
publisher associated with a target document based on a determination that net revenue for the 
content ad system for serving the ad will not be positive, wherein the act of determining that net 
revenue for serving the ad will not be positive includes determining whether or not a payment is 
to be paid to a publisher for rendering the ad and estimating revenue derived from an advertiser 
for rendering the ad in association with the target document, as recited in claim 42. 

Thus, Nicholas, DaCosta, Kumhyr, and Bronnimann, do not teach, suggest, or render 
obvious all of the claimed limitations recited in independent claims 1, 36, and 41-42. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AARON SANDERS whose telephone number is (571)270-1016. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00a-5:00p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Vo can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tim T. Vo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
2168 
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/Aaron Sanders/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2168 
18 October 2010 



